
Outline of I Timothy 
Lea, 481‐483 

I. Salutation (1:1‐2) 
II. Explanation of Timothy’s Task (1:3‐20) 

a. To prevent the spread of false teaching (1:3‐11) 
i. Content of the warning (1:3‐4) 
ii. Goal of the warning (1:5‐7) 
iii. Reason for the warning (1:8‐11) 

b. To preach the gospel (1:12‐17) 
i. Thanksgiving to God (1:12‐14) 
ii. Statement of the gospel (1:15) 
iii. Purpose of divine mercy (1:16) 
iv. Doxology (1:17) 

c. To prevent a decline in commitment (1:18‐20) 
III. Emphases that Will Accomplish the Task (2:1‐6:21) 

a. Prayer for all people (2:1‐7) 
i. Objects and content of prayer (2:1‐2) 
ii. Goal of prayer (2:3‐4) 
iii. Goodness of the goal of prayer (2:5‐7) 

b. Holy Living (2:8‐15) 
i. Appeal to men (2:8) 
ii. Appeal to women (2:9‐15) 

c. Church leadership by committed servants (3:1‐13) 
i. Qualifications of overseers (3:1‐7) 
ii. Qualifications of deacons (3:8‐10, 12‐13) 
iii. Women helpers (3:11) 

d. Correct application of Christian truth (3:14‐16) 
i. Plans for a visit (3:14) 
ii. Purpose for writing (3:15) 
iii. Hymn for believers (3:16) 

e. Understanding false practice (4:1‐5) 
i. Warning against apostasy (4:1‐3) 
ii. Argument against asceticism (4:4) 
iii. Argument for blessing food (4:5) 

f. Timothy’s performance of his task (4:6‐16) 
i. Facing falsehood (4:6‐10) 
ii. Demonstrating Christian behavior (4:11‐16) 

g. Responsibilities toward church groups (5:1‐16) 
i. Proper treatment for all ages (5:9‐16) 
ii. Care of true widows (5:3‐8) 
iii. Warning to younger widows (5:9‐16) 

h. Proper handling of leaders (5:17‐25) 
i. Recognition and discipline of leaders (5:17‐20) 
ii. Special directions to Timothy (5:21‐25) 



i. Warning to slaves and sinners (6:1‐10) 
i. Responsibility of Christian slaves (6:1‐2a) 
ii. Indictment of the false teachers (6:2b‐5) 
iii. Greed of the false teachers (6:6‐10) 

j. Instructions to Timothy and the wealthy (6:11‐21) 
i. Program for godliness (6:11‐16) 
ii. Promise for the prosperous (6:17‐19) 
iii. Final caution (6:20‐21) 


